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H Stuart MacDonald
and Shota Ushio

LIKE English wine, #t has
suffered from the taimt of
inauthenticity and has been the
bun of condescending jokes.

MNow Jlapanese whisky has finally
scotched all critcism by being
voled the best in the world,
ihead of its Highland rivals.

Yoichi 20 years obd, distilled
on the shores of the Sea of Japan,
has become the first variety
produced outside Scotland
win ithe coveled single mak
award in an Intemational compe
tilon: run by Whisky Magazine,
the main industry publication.

The whisky, distilled near the
city of Sapporo en the northem
Japanse island of Hokkaide,
beat dozens of other varieties,
including  last year's winner,
Talisker 18 vears old, produced
on the Iske of Skye.

Suntory  Hibiki, the brand
advertised by the washed-up
actor played by Bill Murray in
the flm Lost in Translation,
scooped  the award for  the

esS

world's best blended whisk
The historic double for Japanes
whiskies has provoked conswe
natlon  in Scotand, wher
whisky is as integral 10 2 cerai
strand of national identity as hag
pipes, hagets and the kilt,
Youchi 20 years old, which sel
for £150 a h-:mil:_ was praised b
the judges for its “amazing mix
blg smoke mmcd sweet blacl
curramt”™, “explosive aroma” an
"big. long and sweet finish™,
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